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calculated to help to increase the influence of the Vatican.
Such was the position which Pope Pius XI found on his
accession. In one of his first encyclicals he pointed out the
pleasure it gave him to have so many new contacts with
other countries. He said that to some extent, the number
of new legations might be the cause of no special joy,
since it gave each particular State more influence over the
Church's affairs. It would lessen the prestige of a Primate
and it would also cause considerable expense, but he
felt that these considerations were completely out-
weighed by others, adding: "This gives us great pleasure,
not on account of the increased authority of the Church,
but also on account of the gi^eater glory of its benefices
and the experience it gives to all of its inestimable
virtues. In bringing to human society all prosperity in-
cluding civil earthly well-being. For if indeed its direct
object is, by Divine command, spiritual and eternal
blessings, still, by the close connection of things, it
helps the earthly prosperity of individuals and society, as
well as if it were instituted for no other end."
His policy with regard to foreign affairs seemed to be
that of Cardinal Gasparri, that the Church should be free
to act as sovereign, that she is sufficient of herself, that she
needs neither protectors nor mediators and that she
would dispense with them as far as possible. She would
try to make the clergy in each country foster the national
traditions and loyalties, while still remaining Catholics of
Rome in spirit and in doctrine.
The Church should make as many Concordats and
agreements as were possible, and the Canon Law should
be the basis of such agreements, to be departed from only
when the concessions were reciprocal. The doctrines of